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should be subjected to a severe ordeal before he is
restored to citizenship. Treason should be made
odious, and traitors must be punished and impov-
erished. Their great plantations must be seized,
and divided into small farms and sold to honest, in-
dustrious men." The violence of Johnson's views
subsequently underwent considerable modification
but to the last he held to the plan of executive res-
toration based upon state perdurance. Neither
Lincoln nor Johnson favored a change of South-
ern institutions other than the abolition of slav-
ery, though each recommended a qualified negro
suffrage.

There were, however, other theories in the field,
notably those of the radical Republican leaders.
According to the state-suicide theory of Charles
Sumner, "any vote of secession or other act by
which any State may undertake to put an end to
the supremacy of the Constitution within its terri-
tory is inoperative and void against the Constitu-
tion, and when sustained by force it becomes a
practical abdication by the State of all rights under
the Constitution, while the treason it involves still
further works an instant/or/^'tare of all those func-
tions and powers essential to the continued exist-
ence of the State as a body politic, so that from